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The Collect Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your 
well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of 
the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most 
gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.  

125th Church Anniversary * November 20, 2022*10:30 am 

Part VII of History - In February of 1974 at the Annual Council of the Diocese, the long road to 
independence was finally realized, when over fifty members of the congregation traveled to 
Williamsburg to witness the acceptance of St. Augustine’s into full parish status.  December 31, 1973 
marked the last time St. Augustine’s accepted financial support from the Diocese. 

In December 28, 1976, the church retired the mortgage to the property and a festive Eucharist was held 
on May 8, 1977, where the Rt. Rev. David S. Rose, Bishop of Southern Virginia, consecrated the 
building to the service of God in the world.   

The journey of faith began with Fr. Mitchell and seventeen faithful communicants in 1897 had finally 
come to fruition.  St. Augustine’s has always been deeply committed to a ministry of outreach, 
especially to the southeast community in which it is located. In the 1970s the church housed two of the 
three Head Start classes in Newport News. In the 1980s the parish operated a thrift shop known as The 
Thrifty Saint. Today, St. Augustine’s operates a feeding program that serves complete meals to 
between 80 and 150 needy people three Saturdays a month. In addition, the church was once the site of 
a very active Narcotics Anonymous program that met every weekday in the parish hall.  The church 
now conducts two Diaper Drives for pampers for children and adults with incontinence to aid the 
deserving and underprivileged in our neighborhood.  And, St. Augustine’s sponsors a “Back to School 
Drive” where the congregation donates book bags filled with school supplies to support the educational 
needs of the children in our neighborhood. 

The faithful that began as St. Paul’s Mission, and we now as St. Augustine’s, holds this vision for our 
work as Christ’s disciples: 

 “St. Augustine’s continues be a place where ALL are welcomed.” 

"We are committed to being God’s eyes, hands, and feet to carry out his love throughout the world.” 



Thanksgiving Traditions 

For many Americans, Thanksgiving is the holiday season which begins with 
Thanksgiving Day and extends to New Year’s Day. Above all, it is a time when families 
come together. Many will begin their Thanksgiving dinner by holding hands and 
praying before the meal. It is also a common practice at the dining table for "each 
person to tell one specific reason they're thankful to God that year."  

Traditional foods are a large part of the Thanksgiving celebration. They include the 
turkey (roasted and stuffed; nowadays, deep-fried), gravy, sweet potatoes, collard 
greens, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie. Green bean casserole was introduced in 1955 
and remains a favorite.  

Church services, the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, and an afternoon of football are 
typically the order of the day. For some, it will be a Hallmark Channel holiday movie 
marathon. However you spend the day, love, laugh, live and loosen your belt a notch or 
two for dessert. 

In recognition of Thanksgiving, the President of the United States gets to pardon a 
turkey. In Virginia, the chiefs of the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Native American tribes 
give the governor two deer and a turkey in lieu of taxes. The animals are shot on the 
Tuesday before Thanksgiving Day on the tribes’ reservations in King William County, 
the oldest reservations in the United States, and presented to the governor on 
Wednesday. In years past, the game has been donated to local homeless shelters. 

 

Upcoming Events   MP: Morning Prayer 

November 20 10:30 am - 125th Anniversary Service; Evensong at 5:00 pm 

Thanksgiving Day NO SERVICE 

November 27 Lay Led Morning Prayer at 10:30 am 

December 4 Holy Eucharist with Fr. Shearin 

December 11 Lay Led Morning Prayer;                Diaper Drive kicks off. 

December 18 Holy Eucharist with Fr. Shearin;    Diapers blessed; drive ends. 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

St. Augustine’s – 3:30 p.m. 

St. George’s – 5:00 p.m. 

December 25 

Christmas Day 

Morning Prayer via Zoom at 9:00 am 

Service at St. Andrew’s for ALL at 10:30 am 

January 1 Morning Prayer via Zoom at 9:00 am;  

Lessons and Carols at St. George’s 10:30 am 



Stewardship 
 
Dear Beloved of God, 
 
I bring you greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. In a season where we begin to 
think about gratitude and appreciation for life’s blessings culminating in Thanksgiving Day, I want to 
start by thanking God for all of you! I thank God for the St. Augustine’s community and our wider 
Peninsula Ministry Partnership Family. Being able to do ministry alongside you has been a profound 
honor.  
 
In this season of stewardship, we have been focusing on how we give thanks to God in our 
stewardship. How we care for and preserve this community reflects how we give thanks for our 
blessings in being a community. Our theme for this year's stewardship campaign is Joyful Giving. In 
John 15: 11 NIV, Jesus said, “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete.” We desire that now and always, we are a community that lives and embodies the joy of 
Jesus, apart from embodying Christ's joy through our giving of time, talent, and treasure. As we 
steward this community, we are to be stewards of joy.  
 
Unfortunately, joy has been hard to emulate, let alone experience personally. The place that is many of 
our safe havens has become a place where we have experienced the anxiety of the world. We have 
endured several years of COVID restrictions on our worship and life together. We have had to face 
changes due to becoming a partnership. We have also had to deal with the anxiety around questions of 
our size and being a smaller congregation. Yet, in the face of it all, I have seen this community endure 
and rise to meet the occasion again and again.  
 
We have been sitting with questions about what it means to be a community of joyful followers of 
Jesus. Jesus never meant for the life of the church community to be a burden, but for us to find in the 
context of the Christian community a spiritual home for the worship of almighty God, a place to 
fellowship with other believers as the body of Christ, and a weekly foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
and the feast that shall never end. Stemming from the joy we receive in the Eucharist, we are called to 
be a community that emulates joy and love in all we do. That extends to our giving. We are called 
people who give joy even in uncertainty, doubt, and despair. The joy that we have is a joy that the 
world can never take away from us. So, as you fill out your pledge cards, discern how best to pray for 
our community, and where to offer your gifts and ministry. You will do it all with the joy of Christ.  
 
In closing, I want to leave you with the words from the gospel song, Center of My Joy, by Richard 
Smallwood. “Jesus, you're the center of my joy. All that's good and perfect comes from you. You're the 
heart of my contentment and hope for all I do, Jesus; you're the center of my joy.”  
 
Forever in Christ,  

Fr. Phillip H. Shearin  

 

 

 

 



Zoom Bible Study 

Join us on any Thursday at 7pm. There will be copies of the material available at 
Sunday service for pick up. Join us via this Zoom Link: (Right Click on it) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84370729616?pwd=M2JoVGw1bVpEMFBFTk55QWphN2
RPdz09. 

Sunday Zoom Morning Prayer – 9 am 

If you are unable to attend the in-person service Sunday at 10:30, below you will find the 
Zoom link for the 9 am morning prayer. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87340758757?pwd=amNpeEw5MmlDcm04NEN2ZGc1aVN6dz09 

 

November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1 –   Candace Hundley-Kamate 

        Icilma Lorde 

2 –   Robair Maldonado 

3 –   Christian Haines 

4 –   Wendy Morgan 

7 –   Kristen B. Ashby 

8 –   Shelly Hayes 

        Angel Parker  

9 –   Rose B. Parker 

12 – Kurtis A. Ottey 

13 – Phyllis S. Mather 

14 – Robert Ransom III 

        Elconde S. Tucker 

15 – Forrest C.R. Moore 

16 -  Richard Alexander   

18 – Valeria Hundley 

        David Morgan, Jr. 

19 – Jannea Dixon 

25 – Gloria Lee Martin 

27 – Joan Moore 

29 – Norma S. Whitted 

30 – William Miller III 

 

Nov. Wedding Anniversaries: 

11 – Calvin and Carolyn Hobson 

19 – Howard and Wanda Childress 

 

Remember Our Sick and Shut In 
If you know someone who is unable to get to church, for any reason, please let us know. We’d love 
to be able to visit with them and take them communion. If you know of someone who is sick, please 
do not assume we know. A quick phone call or email to the church secretary would be greatly 
appreciated.   Judith Neal: judywneal71@gmail.com  

Currently on our Sick and Shut In list are,  DeVera Cooke (NN Nursing and Rehab. Ctr.), Harold 
Dabney, Peggy Dawkins, Marjorie Emerson-Lawrence, Rocky Francis, Carolyn Hobson (The 
Devonshire Senior Living), Shelly Hayes, Phyllis Jackson, Sandra Johnson (sister of Joan Moore), 
Icilma Lorde, William Miller (home), Mia Monroe, Dianne Redcross, Russell Swann,  Beverly 
Pryor-Dunomes,  Lamar Tynes, Edward West and David Whitley (home). 

 



 

Heads of Parish Organizations 
Altar Guild – Valeria Hundley  

Daughters of the King – Marcia Black  

ECW – Rose Parker   

Men’s Club – George Whitted  

Outreach– Pam Hall  

Senior Choir – Joyce Ponton  

Samaritans – Roscoe Redcross 

 

 

Vestry members left to right: Valerie Price, Rick Watson, Pat Jackson (Junior Warden), George 
Whitted (Junior Warden), Michelle Sydney, Thaddeus Savage, Glenda Geer, Roscoe Redcross 
(treasurer) and Ronald Ashby. 

 
God speaking 

The man whispered, “God, speak to me.” And a Meadowlark sang, but the man did 
not hear. So the man yelled, “God, speak to me.” And thunder and lightening rolled 
across the sky, but the man did not listen. The man looked around and said, “God, let 
me see you.” A star shined brightly, but the man did not see. And the man shouted, 
“God, show me a miracle.” And a life was born, but the man did not notice. So, the 
man cried out in despair, “Touch me, God, and let me know you are here.” 
Whereupon, God reached down and touched the man, but the man brushed the 
butterfly away and walked on. 



Vestry terms end in January of the year listed by each name. 

Senior Warden: Pat Jackson                                                      Junior Warden: George Whitted               
Clerk: Annette Monroe-Martin                                                      Treasurer: Roscoe Redcross 

Ronald Ashby – ‘23 

 

Glenda Geer –  ’23 

 

Pat Jackson –  ’23 

 

Valerie Price – ‘25 

 

Thaddeus Savage –  ’23 

Michelle Sydney – ‘25 

Ricky Watson –  ’23 

George Whitted – ’24 

 
 

The Vestry 
Requirements for vestry membership are spelled out in the Church bylaws. Judith Neal will provide 
you with a hard copy upon request.  

The Vestry of St. Augustine’s consists of nine church members elected by the congregation to serve 
in a leadership capacity in conjunction with the Rector. Each year, two to three members are elected 
for 3-year terms so that the Vestry has a factor of continuity. The group meets monthly, typically on 
the second Sunday of each month, to conduct the business of the church.  

The Vestry has a Secretary/Register who is elected by the Vestry. This officer takes and publishes 
the minutes and fulfills other roles as needed. The Vestry also has a Treasurer who is elected by the 
Vestry. This officer is responsible for oversight of all financial matters of the parish and is 
supported by a Finance Committee. 

Trustees: Valerie S. Price, Roscoe Redcross and Bobby Whitted 



 

News and Events in the Diocese of Southern Virginia 
*Receive Parish News and Events from the Diocese of Southern Virginia by visiting 
www.diosova.org  

*Check us out on FaceBook. Look for our website profile picture as there is another St. 
Augustine’s with a Face Book presence. 

 

Lay Readers 

Lay readers are invited to consult www.netministries.org/Bbasics  

for correct biblical pronunciations. 

 
St. Augustine’s Web Site 

http://www.staugustinesnn.org/ 

 

Newsletter contact: Rose Parker at rozebud48@gmail.com 

 

      

 
 

 


