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The Collect Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to 
follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Saint Mary, the Virgin 

Mary was born into a devout Jewish family in Galilee (now part of Israel) when it was 
part of the ancient Roman Empire. Her parents were Saint Joachim and Saint Anne, 
whom Catholic tradition says that angels visited separately to inform them that Anne 
was expecting Mary. Mary's parents dedicated her to God in a Jewish temple when she 
was three years old. 

By the time Mary was about 12 or 13 years old, historians believe, she was engaged to 
Joseph, a devout Jewish man. It was during Mary’s engagement that she learned through 
an angelic visitation of the plans God had for her to serve as Jesus Christ's mother on 
Earth. Mary responded with faithful obedience to God’s plan, despite the personal 
challenges that it presented to her. 

The Bible records many instances of Mary with Jesus Christ during his lifetime, 
including a time when she and Joseph lost track of him and found Jesus teaching people 
in a temple when he was 12 years old (Luke chapter 2), and when wine ran out at a 
wedding, and she asked her son to turn water into wine to help out the host (John 
chapter 2). Mary was near the cross as Jesus died on it for the sins of the world (John 
chapter 19). Immediately after the Jesus' resurrection and ascension into heaven, the 
Bible mentions in Acts 1:14 that Mary prayed along with the apostles and others. 

Source: https://www.learnreligions.com/who-is-the-virgin-mary-124539 

Visit this website for more on Saint Mary. Feast day is August 15. 

 



Putting Worship in Perspective 

 
The author of the article, “Should churches use air conditioning?,”writes, “The early 
church didn’t have air conditioning. Or a building. Or a parking lot. Jesus didn’t have a 
big screen. Or a worship band. Or study guides. Or an app. Whenever I post or share an 
article about some practical tips for church growth, I always get negative comments. 
Most remind me that Jesus didn’t worry about sermon length or parking capacity or 
what kind of coffee is served in the lobby. The Apostle Paul didn’t have a ‘brand’ or a 
web site. Which brings me to today’s question: should churches use air conditioning? 
Honestly, what has air conditioning got to do with our mission to share Jesus? There’s 
no A/C in the Bible. Wouldn’t God be better served if the money we used to cool our 
buildings were instead given to the poor? Travel with me to St. Joseph’s church in 
Phoenix. That congregation could save about $4000 a year by skipping the AC. Just turn 
it off in January. No one will notice. Until summer. As the temperature rises, attendance 
will fall. I guarantee it. Which brings me to the real point of this post: when it comes 
to serving Jesus practical things matter. Not as much as spiritual things. But they do 
matter. Let’s go back to St. Joe’s. It’s August, and it’s 111 degrees outside – and nearly 
that hot inside the sanctuary. Folks are complaining. Attendance has dropped from 300 
worshippers in January to just 20 today. Nothing changed from a spiritual perspective. 
The Word is still being preached. The sacraments are still being administered. The 
worship band is still performing (except for Louie the drummer who was taken to the 
hospital for heat exhaustion).”  

Source: https//www.ac-world.com/blog/air-conditioning-and-churches/ 

 

Photos above: The parish hall is set up for worship on August 7, 2022. Roscoe and 
Dianne Redcross receive a wedding anniversary blessing from Fr. Shearin. 

 

 



Summer Worship Schedule 10:30 am 

Sunday, August 14      Morning Prayer 

Sunday, August 21      Morning Prayer 

Sunday, August 28      Morning Prayer  

 

 

Sunday Zoom Morning Prayer – 9 a.m. 

If you are unable to attend the in-person service Sunday at 10:30, below you will find the Zoom link for 
the 9 am morning prayer. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87340758757?pwd=amNpeEw5MmlDcm04NEN2ZGc1aVN6dz09 

Zoom Bible Study - Thursdays at 7p.m. 

You can Join the group via this Zoom Link: (Right Click on the link) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84370729616?pwd=M2JoVGw1bVpEMFBFTk55QWphN2RPdz09 

 

 

August Birthdays and Anniversaries 

2 – McKinley L. Price II, DDS  

6 – Kenneth Ottey III 

10 – Lucas Howe 

11 – Pamela P. Ponton 

12 – Layla Dixon 

        Alonzo W. Douglas III 

13 – Brian C. Miller 

        Valerie S. Price 

14 – Ava Simone Royall 

        Melvin Turner 

15 – Brandy Ransom Lybeck 

        Darryl Travis 

16 –  O’Brien “Tony” Atkins 

17 –  Samuel Barnes 

          

20 – Malachi Gumbs          

        Elena Ottey 

24 – Joy Jackson 

        Torrin Lee Travis II 

27 – Dianne Redcross 

28 – Nina V. Kenney-Dunn 

29 – Renae Black 

30 – Judith Sugg Scott 

31 – Kameron Olivia Black 

        Dion Moore 

Aug. Wedding Anniversaries: 

3 – McKinley and Valerie Price 

23 – Roscoe and Diane Redcross

 

On your very special day, may God bless you with joy, peace of mind, 
and a carefree spirit. Always follow God’s guidance. Happy birthday! 



Remember Our Sick and Shut In 
If you know someone who is unable to get to church, for any reason, please let us 
know. We’d love to be able to visit with them and take them communion. If you 
know of someone who is sick, please do not assume we know. A quick phone call or 
email to the church secretary would be greatly appreciated.   Judith Neal: 
judywneal71@gmail.com  

Currently on our Sick and Shut In list are, Linwood Collins, DeVera Cooke (NN 
Nursing and Rehab. Ctr.), Harold Dabney, Marjorie Emerson-Lawrence, Carolyn 
Hobson (The Devonshire Senior Living), Shelly Hayes, Sandra Johnson (sister of 
Joan Moore), Icilma Lorde, William Miller (home), Mia Monroe, Russell Swann,  
Beverly Pryor-Dunomes, Hope Walton, Edward West, Michael West and David 
Whitley (home). 

Heads of Parish Organizations 
Altar Guild – Valeria Hundley  

Daughters of the King – Marcia Black  

ECW – Rose Parker   

Men’s Club – George Whitted  

Outreach– Pam Hall  

Senior Choir – Joyce Ponton  

Samaritans – Roscoe Redcross 

 

Current Vestry Members are (front row) Valerie Price, Pat Jackson, Michelle Sydney, Glenda 
Geer. and Ronald Ashby. Back Row: Rick Watson, Bobby Whitted, Thaddeus Savage and Roscoe 
Redcross, treasurer. Not shown: Register, Annette Monroe-Martin 



God speaking 
The man whispered, “God, speak to me.” And a Meadowlark sang, but the man did 
not hear. So the man yelled, “God, speak to me.” And thunder and lightening rolled 
across the sky, but the man did not listen. The man looked around and said, “God, let 
me see you.” A star shined brightly, but the man did not see. And the man shouted, 
“God, show me a miracle.” And a life was born, but the man did not notice. So, the 
man cried out in despair, “Touch me, God, and let me know you are here.” 
Whereupon, God reached down and touched the man, but the man brushed the 
butterfly away and walked on. 

 

 

Vestry terms end in January of the year listed by each name. 

Senior Warden: Pat Jackson                                                      Junior Warden: George Whitted               
Clerk: Annette Monroe-Martin                                                      Treasurer: Roscoe Redcross 

Ronald Ashby – ‘23 

 

Glenda Geer –  ’23 

 

Pat Jackson –  ’23 

 

Valerie Price – ‘25 

 

Thaddeus Savage –  ’23 

Michelle Sydney – ‘25 

Ricky Watson –  ’23 

George Whitted – ’24 

 



The Vestry 
Requirements for vestry membership are spelled out in the Church bylaws. Judith Neal will provide 
you with a hard copy upon request.  

The Vestry of St. Augustine’s consists of nine church members elected by the congregation to serve 
in a leadership capacity in conjunction with the Rector. Each year, two to three members are elected 
for 3-year terms so that the Vestry has a factor of continuity. The group meets monthly, typically on 
the second Sunday of each month, to conduct the business of the church.  

The Vestry has a Secretary/Register who is elected by the Vestry. This officer takes and publishes 
the minutes and fulfills other roles as needed. The Vestry also has a Treasurer who is elected by the 
Vestry. This officer is responsible for oversight of all financial matters of the parish and is 
supported by a Finance Committee. 

Trustees: Valerie S. Price, Roscoe Redcross and Bobby Whitted 

 

News and Events in the Diocese of Southern Virginia 
*Receive Parish News and Events from the Diocese of Southern Virginia by visiting 
www.diosova.org  

*Check us out on FaceBook. Look for our website profile picture as there is another St. 
Augustine’s with a Face Book presence. 

Lay Readers 

Lay readers are invited to consult www.netministries.org/Bbasics  

for correct biblical pronunciations. 

 
St. Augustine’s Web Site 

http://www.staugustinesnn.org/ 

 

Newsletter contact: Rose Parker at rozebud48@gmail.com 

 

      
                             Canterbury Cathedral in England        Chapel at Jackson-Field Homes 


